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{ Arts Access at Hennepin County Libraries [N CONNECT with the 18th Century |-
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® 18" century entertainment will come alive in the 21% century world of
: Minnesota public schools this year. Dance Revels Moving History—in

. partnership with Young Audiences of Minnesota and The Saint Paul

, Chamber Orchestra’'s CONNECT program—are bringing the fun,

, interactive experience of minuets, courtly dance and commedia dell'arte
. into schools. But are the kids cornecting to this centuries-old art form?
. Youcould ask the 5" graders at the Loring Elementary School, but

. they'd be giggling too hard to answer. That's because on Wednesday,
. December 14, 2006, the students participated in the Italian theatrical

» tradition of commedia dell’arte. The performance portrayed a scrooge-
« like character named Pantalone who was tricked out of his gold by his
» daughter and servant—oh, and of course the students, who were in on
« the prank.

« “Commedia dell'arte is a very physical and improvised theater that was
« widely performed outdoors in public spaces like marketplaces,” says
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actor Josette Antomarchi, donning commedia dell’arte masks to lend
authenticity to her roles. After hearing the popular minuets and gavottes
of 18™ century France played by violinist Judith Eisner, and studying
each dance’s meter and spatial patterns as demonstrated by dance
historian Jane Peck, the 5™ graders had mastered the courtly art,
indeed. Half of the students were dancing a minuet and bowing
courteously to their dance partners by the end of the program.

Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra’s CONNECT Program began in 1994
as a way to connect students in Minneapolis-Saint Paul schools to
different types of arts learning experiences. During the 2006-2007
school year, Dance Revels Moving History will bring their interactive
music, dance and masked theater performances to K-12 students at
eight CONNECT schools. In addition, four schools will receive
discounted performances of the full ensemble piece entitled
Masquerade at the Palace. Financial support for this project is provided
by a Classical Initiatives Grant from Young Audiences, Inc.

Jawaahir Dance Company performs at Arts Access in March 2006

Young Audiences of Minnesota has proudly partnered up with
Hennepin County Library’s Arts Access program for an exciting 2007
season of world music. Karibuni begins the season by presenting music
from Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, the Republic of Congo, and South
Africa at Brookdale Library. Ridgedale Library will host Mu Performing
Arts, which features Japanese taiko drumming. The season wiill
conclude with the Indonesian Performing Arts Association of
Minnesota’s traditional gamelan orchestra performance.

Now in its third year, Arts Access programs are designed for people
of all abilities, “especially teens and adults with mental and physical
disabhilities,” said John Sugimura, Programs Manager of Hennepin
County Library, who has worked closely with residential homes and
professionals in the disability community to plan the programs. “For Arts
Access, delivering a genuine, quality, and age appropriate program for
Hennepin County residents with a range of abilities is critical, and artists
of Young Audiences surpass our program expectations every time!”

Arts Access is made possible by the Library Foundation of Hennepin
County in collaboration with the Association of Residential Resources in
Minnesota (ARRM), Homeward Bound, Inc., and Star Services, with
support from Young Audiences of Minnesota.
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Young Audiences Discussion Luncheons [

Discussing Kids, Arts and Learning

Join us for a light lunch and discussion of various arts issues.

Upcoming Library Performances e e o0 s oo e

Visit our Web site to find out more about these and other public events!

January Luncheon March Luncheon
Tuesday, Jan. 23rd, 2007 Tuesday, March 20th, 2007

Sheila Smith, Executive Director of Debra Ingram, Research Associate at
Minnesota Citizens for the Arts will be the Center for Applied Research and

Arts Access Performances held on Mondays at 7:00 PM leading a discussion on the Economic ~ Educational Improvement (CAREI) at

A Lo Impact of the Arts in the Twin the University of Minnesota, will be
January 29, 2007, Karibuni presents Karibuni (Welcome!) Cities/ St. Paul and issues for the arts in  leading a discussion on the research &
February 26, 2007, Mu Performing Arts presents the 2007 legislative session. findings from the Arts for Academic

0 ; Achievement program in the
Mu Daiko: Japarese Style Drumming Minneapolis Public Schools.
March 26, 2007 Indonesian Performing Arts Association of
Minnesota presents Garmelan Music of Java Location: Landmark Center, Downtown  Luncheon will take place from 12 noon
Saint Paul from 12 noon to 1:00 PM. to 1:00 PM in Mirnnegpolis

(Location TBD)
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To learn about where we’ve been and where we are
going to be, please visit our Web site at
www. youngaudiencesofmn.org.

Please RSVP at 651-292-3399
Space is limited to 12 so RSVP soon!
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This activity Is made possible by a grant from the Minnesota State
Arts Board, through an appropriation by the Minnesota State
Legislature and a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts.
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